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1 This stone Beaux-Arts l i b r a ry  consis ts  of a t a l l  cen t ra l  dome over an 
octagmal  base with a three arched-entrance porch below diagonally facing 
the t r a f f i c  intersect ion.  Two wings fronted by porches with Ionic co1onnadr.s 
flank the dome and entrance and follow the l i n e  of the two s t r e e t s  to  the 
north and west. Above both colonnades a r e  ballustrading and steep single- 
pitched roofs pierced by oval dormer l ights .  The ends of the wings a r e  
accented by s l i gh t ly  projecting pavilions consist ing of arched windows 
flanked by p i l a s t e r s  with figures and a shield i n  heavy r e l i e f  above. 
Swags and panels of f r u i t ,  a l so  i n  heavy r e l i e f ,  occur occasionally around 
windows and doors but a r e  dominated by the heavy-handed classicism of 
the dome, co luws  and p i las te rs .  The rear  of the ell-shaped building 
i s  brick with the stacks pa r t i a l l y  f i l l i n g  up the area behind the dome. 

CONDITION 

INTEGRITY 

The in t e r io r  i s  centered on the three-story dome room with its colored 
glass  inner dome, now covered by a temporary wooden floor due t o  i t s  
deter iorat ion.  This area  serves a s  the reception and check-out area  and 
l ib ra ry  of f ices  flank the room on the f i r s t  and second levels.  The book 
stacks,  located d i r e c t l y  opposite the entranceway, consist  of f ive  levels  
with glass  f loors  t o  take advantage of the window l igh t .  me two wings 
a r e  used a s  reading rooms and feature projecting wooden-paneled chimney 
walls. The basement area  under the etacks has a small auditorium with a 
stage. 
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The Xandley Library was a g i f t  to zbe c i t y  of Winchester from Judge - - ,;c= ~ : ~ ~ ,  d o  alee-;+ L-rii k~ Ireland, stas a w i d a t  of Scrantoo. 
Pennsylvania. Judge Aandley great ly  admired Virginia and its s t y l e  of 
l i f e .  With only several  br ief  v i s i t s  to  Winchester he came to  iden t i fy  
with the town and i t s  Scotch-Irish heritage.  In  h i s  w i l l  he l e f t  money 
for  the erect ion of a great  l ibrary "for the f ree  use of the people of 
the c i t y  of Winchester*!' Although Handley died i n  1895, the l ib ra ry  * 

was not begun u n t i l  1908. The a rch i tec t s  for  the building were J. 
Stewart Barney and Henry O t i s  Chapmn of New York, 

Completed i n  1913, the l ib ra ry  i s  one of the outstanding examples of 
Beaux-Arts design i n  Virginia with i t s  monumental French classicism 
performed i n  a sophisticated manner. The building was remarkably 
advanced fo r  i t s  time with its f ine f a c i l i t i e s  and fireproof construction 
It is important t o  Winchester i n  its domination of a well-traveled 
in te rsec t ion  and i ts  contras t  with the smaller 19th Century domestic 
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Staf f ,  Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., Director 

A8 the designated State Liaison Officer for the Ns- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publlc l a w  

89-665). 1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t  has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procebrea aet 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:  

National State (B Local 
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